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Preface

Tsing Hua’s First Hundred Years: In Words and Images

National Tsing Hua University (NTHU) is unique in many ways.

In 1909, reimbursements from the Boxer Rebellion indemnity funds returned by the United
States were used to establish the US Overseas Education Office and US Graduates Hall in Tsing Hua
Garden in Beijing. The Office was renamed Tsing Hua Academy and opened on April 29, 1911; it
was further renamed Tsing Hua School in the following year, officially becoming National Tsing Hua
University in 1928. When the war against the Japanese broke out, faculty and students embarked
on an arduous journey across China as the University relocated to the south. After Taiwan and China

split amidst civil war in 1949, it was reestablished in Taiwan in 1956.

NTHU's history over the next 55 years has been one of innovation and of caring for and nur-
turing its faculty and students. In academic programs, Tsing Hua can lay claim to Taiwan's first college
of humanities and social sciences, its first college of life science, its first center for general education,
and its first college of technology management, while in these and other fields its research has always
been at the cutting edge of developments. In administrative endeavors, it was the first national uni-
versity to elect its own president and the first to create a long-term development plan. Through all

these years of achievement, the University has stood out in its democratic traditions.

Looking back at its first one hundred years, Tsing Hua has much to celebrate. Looking forward
to its next one hundred, it has every reason to anticipate even greater achievements in all areas of
endeavor. It is from the unique vantage point provided by this special point in history that we have

compiled these two commemorative volumes celebrating NTHU’s centennial anniversary. With the

help of various departments, NTHU Libraries put together many archival files and documents about
the University’s history. University history committee members Professors Chen Hsin-hsiung, Chen
hua, Hsieh Hsiao-chin, Wu Chyuan-yuan, Wang Mao+jiun, Wang Tien-ko, Chuang Hwei-lin and alum-
nus Hsu Ming-teh selected significant topics and commissioned specialists to write 41 essays for The
Story of Tsing Hua (with editor-in-chief Professor Wu Chyuan-yuan). Meanwhile, over 600 photo-
graphs, manuscripts, and documents covering NTHU’s history plus short Chinese and English de-

scriptions were assembled in Tsing Hua in Images (with editor-in-chief Professor Hsieh Hsiao-chin).

Both publications were developed around University history, with one focusing on essays and
the other on images to follow the chronology of NTHU’s development. Instead of merely providing
facts, the books were designed to increase readability by placing dual emphasis on texts and images
so as to guide readers into a deeper understanding of the University from various perspectives. The
Story of Tsing Hua and Tsing Hua in Images also provide readers a glimpse of how the NTHU campus
has evolved over time. Thanks to generous alumni, many additions have been made possible, in-
cluding the Auditorium, completed in 1973, and the alumni gymnasium, construction of which is to
begin on NTHU’s centennial birthday with funds raised by the Club of One Hundred.

As we celebrate this special anniversary, we dedicate these two books to everyone who has
been a part of the University’s first hundred years and to everyone who will be a part of its next hun-
dred.

President d. }. a&\/
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Preface of Tsing Hua in Images

Revisiting a Magnificent Past and Envisioning a Bright Future

Images have long been used as an important medium for helping people to understand history.
Although official history is primarily recorded in writing, an image can provide visual messages rich
with details and clues that not only enrich a reader’s understanding and imagination of the past but
also elicit a sense of association and identification with history. After all, “to see is to believe.” In
modern days, a visual culture has formed as image production, reproduction, and transmission tech-
nology continues to renew itself. Historians have also begun utilizing images as one of the important
sources of historic evidence for researching and narrating history. As such, National Tsing Hua Uni-
versity endeavors to publish Tsing Hua in Images as part of its centennial anniversary publication se-

ries as a way to offer readers a glimpse of the University’s magnificent history.

To organize Tsing Hua in Images, the editors first arranged the chapters in chronological order
to present the development of NTHU under the leadership of different presidents over the years. As
NTHU developed in various areas during each president’s term and some presidents served longer
than others, we were challenged to find the most suitable way to show the development of university
events and culture. In the end we decided to show as comprehensively as possible the establishment
of new colleges, systems, buildings and infrastructure and noteworthy events during each president’s

term according to the timeline of the University.

At the same time, however, a university is a complex and evolving entity. A timeline can only
show history in its vertical dimension and remains inadequate to cross time and space to show the
people who have had such a profound influence on the school and on the evolution of campus cul-
ture. For instance, President Mei I-ch’i is a singular figure in the hundred years of NTHU history who
made tremendous contributions to the University. Under his leadership, NTHU continued to nurture
talents despite the harsh environment of war. He went on to reestablish NTHU in Taiwan after the
war, and it is because of his persistence that NTHU can take such pride in its academic achievements.
After half a century of separation between Taiwan and mainland China, President Mei I-ch’i remains

the tie and the key to bridging the gap between the two Tsing Hua Universities, one on each side



of the Taiwan Strait. From Mei Garden, Mei I-ch’i Memorial Hall, and Yue-han Hall to the Meichu
Games, President Mei I-ch’i remains an integral figure remembered by all. For this reason, we have
devoted an entire chapter to him, showing his contributions over the years and his influence on
NTHU.

Students are of course a central part of the University, and their life on campus is joyful and
yet filled with a sense of the bittersweet. Today the Meichu Games enters its 40th year, having begun
in 1969. Its events continue to evolve and to be enriched with greater and greater student involve-
ment each year. It is by far the most anticipated annual event of the University and the one that
draws the greatest participation. It is also a campus tradition that students take pride in and is a
shared memory between NTHU and National Chiao Tung University students. Student life indeed
paints the most vivid picture of NTHU history, and at the same time reflects the social development

of Taiwan in various periods. Thus it is the topic of a chapter of Tsing Hua in Images.

For the faculty and students living on campus, the grass, trees, lakes, pavilions, and buildings in
their everyday life become their fondest memories of NTHU. Once, President Mei I-ch’i placed a
large circle on the Hsinchu Chitugi map, indicating a piece of land that “could be of use in the
future.” Over the following 55 years, that land has been progressively filled with buildings to form
the NTHU campus; early constructions have been torn down and replaced by new ones, and the
campus landscape has changed drastically with southward expansion. The memories of new and
old alumni may therefore differ, depending on the map of the campus during their years spent in
NTHU. We have thus devoted a special chapter to photographs of the campus then and now in an

attempt to connect the memories of NTHU alumni through the generations.

Celebrating the centennial anniversary of NTHU, Tsing Hua in Images is a compilation of a wide
range of images that show the University’s development in Taiwan over the past 55 years, including
photographs, official letters, project reports, identification cards, maps, sketches, posters, stamps,

and media coverage.

The images come from many sources. We relied on National Tsing Hua University Archives’
literature collections and event photo albums donated by alumni and retired faculty for images from
the years when photography wasn’t a common method of documentation. Tsinghua Newsletter and
yearbooks were another important source of old photographs. Founded in 1933, Tsinghua Newsletter
once ceased publication due to the war against Japan and later resumed as a quarterly newsletter

in 1962 after President Mei I-ch’i reestablished the University in 1956. As a bridge between alumni

and their alma mater, Tsinghua Newsletter is a detailed newspaper covering the ongoing develop-
ment of NTHU with photographs of campus construction and other events. The photographs are

now a precious asset in the university archives.

NTHU in Hsinchu has been accepting undergraduate students since 1964. The yearbooks pro-
duced by these students document campus life from their point of view and provide a rare source
of images of NTHU history. On the other hand, official letters were written to communicate with
the Ministry of Education and different institutes regarding curricula, student recruitment, new sys-
tems, and building construction. Neatly kept by the NTHU Correspondence and Document Division,
they were an important reference for setting up policies and have become a part of official university
historical literature. The media coverage shows important events related to NTHU and the influence
that the university has had on the society. Also included in this volume are a number of photos taken
by the Computer & Communication Center and by various NTHU departments and institutes, as

well as photos taken by the library specially for this book, documenting many events in recent years.

Tsing Hua in Images is intended to display NTHU’s motto of “Continual Development of Self,
Benevolent Support of People and Nature” and to show the University from various angles in order
to deepen the identification of alumni with their alma mater, increase knowledge of the University
so that current faculty and students will take pride in NTHU history, and attract more outstanding
talents to join the University in the future. We also hope this book will stimulate more thoughts and
ideas on issues such as university spirit and the development of higher education. The bilingual texts

in the book are provided to allow foreign friends to learn about NTHU.

This book is the product of a concerted effort by the university archives publication team
formed by Consultant Chen Hsin-hsiung, Library Director Chuang Hwei-lin, Institute of Sociology
Professor Wu Chyuan-yuan and I, who brainstormed for ideas, as well as Library Special Collections
Division Head Wang Pei-ling, who provided administrative support, Chiu Shu-fen and Liang Hsiu-
hsien, who collected materials and penned the Chinese texts, Chang Guang-gi and Kao Chien-cheng,
who assisted in campus photography, Jenning King, who translated the texts into English, Professor
John Truscott, who edited the translation, and Professors Ma Meng-ching and Mei Yun-chiu, who
provided professional art history advice. It is because of their active involvement and the help from
many Tsing Hua alumni, faculty and staff members, and students that Tsing Hua in Images could be

successfully completed as a celebration of NTHU’s centennial birthday.

M&wééw Spring 2011

X



FI 4%

HEEES HIERE Bk

JAEERH BT BN

BoE AR

F—H EREE

B BEEER

BZE REEER

BIUET  EALE K
BAET A

W R - T ERE
B AR

BIE fBE

BZH AT AC AR A A
SBINET AL SMERCRAHRE T

BE TR
B—f1 RITESR

BIE WITEERE

FPHE B

B EEEELSM

B JBREEART

BZET RITHE - BTLEBRTE
SBIET M - HMNR
BBIET  BEHE EAYE B R E A

BOE  REMEAEE

B RECEE

BT MRS
Wi 5

B

I B B AR

il

100
100
106
110
112

116
116
130

142
142
146
152
160
166

178
178
184

210
212
220
222

Contents

Tsing Hua’s First Hundred Years: In Words and Images
—— Chen Lih J.

Revisiting a Magnificent Past and Envisioning a Bright Future

—— Hsieh Hsiao-chin

Chapter 1. History of National Tsing Hua University

1. Pioneering Days
2. Laying Down the Cornerstones

3. Riding High

4. Let a Hundred Flowers Bloom

5. The Road to Excellence

Chapter 2. A Man of Deeds

1. In Memory of President Mei

2. Mei Garden

3. Mei I-ch’i Memorial Hall and Yue-han Hall

4. Literature in Memory of President Mei

Chapter 3. The Meichu Games
1. History of the Meichu Games

2. Inside the Meichu Games

Chapter 4. Student Life

1. Yearbooks

2. The Pursuit of Truth and Innovation

3. Strive to Strengthen Oneself

4. Our NTHU, Our Home
5. Student Clubs, Societies and Campus Life

Chapter 5. Evolution of Campus Landscape

1. Bird’s Eye Views of Tsing Hua
2. Changes in Campus Landscape

Appendices

NTHU Statistics

Sources

Acknowledgements

100
100
106
110
112

116
116
130

142
142
146
152
160
166

178
178
184

210
212
220
222



G

[LEREE

Chapter 1. History of National Tsing Hua University

HH SRR

1. Pioneering Days

IFEREATETS & 1911 FRBEURIE M 088 M B 7 B F O BT s AL 1Y
"VEHEERE 0 1912 FREIRALC R » TIEEEERE | Ry TIEEEEREL 0 1928
ks TEINOEEEREE | - 1931 ERRFRERRE N - ZEIKFBETZL
WREE  WELKE T AR - RhLIERE  BXHEREEBREK - 1937
FPUHEFRE > ERRREE T  EEREBEIIGRE  MEARELERD
BHRVEREFRE - 1938 FHETEMEY » ZHABEAEHEG KE
FURRIG MO I » BB R - PUEGS HR BB - (BOGEAERL
NE > ECRIN 1949 SSRGS S - 1955 4 T PR S EUCE 768
FSF & E S IERFERT BB IR REMEEEGEREE &
SR FRMRVTSE AT B SR R A o —DIE R s MRS EE R -

In 1911, Tsing Hua Imperial College, now National Tsing Hua University, was estab-
lished with the Boxer Rebellion Indemnity funds returned by the United States. In 1912,
after the establishment of the Republic of China, Tsing Hua Imperial College was renamed
Tsing Hua Academy, and in 1928 officially became National Tsing Hua University (NTHU).
Among the fourteen presidents of Tsing Hua’s early days, Presidents Chou I-ch'un, Luo Chia-

lun, and Mei I-ch'i deserve special recognition for the indelible legacies they left. In 1931

Mei I-ch'i took the helm as president of NTHU. In 1937 when the War of Resistance Against
Japan erupted, NTHU, Peking University, and Nankai University together formed National
Changsha Temporary University in Changsha. In 1938, the temporary university relocated
to Kunming in Yunnan Province and was renamed National Southwest Associated Univer-
sity, where many talents were nurtured despite the bleak environment. Soon after the war
against the Japanese ended, civil war broke out between the Chinese Communist Party and
the Chinese Nationalist Party. In 1949 the Communist Party took control of China and the
Nationalists retreated to Taiwan, there maintaining their claim to be the legitimate govern-
ment of the Republic of China. In that same year, Mei traveled to the United States to handle
Tsing Hua funds. After the “Protocol of Collaborative Research between China and the
United States for Atomic Power for Peace” was officially signed in 1955, the Nationalist

Government resolved to set up an Institute of Nuclear Science and to build a nuclear reactor.

For that reason, Mei was summoned back to Taiwan and given the responsibility of reestab-
lishing NTHU in Hsinchu.




—~ Jba{iEHE (1931-1948 5 1956-1962)
Tsing Hua in Beijing (1931-1948; 1956-1962)

A JEFRERE (1913-1918)
President Chou I-ch’un (1913-1918)

A EFHEE (1928-1931)
President Luo Chia-lun (1928-1931)

A 1912 FRKANEERE 2 SFHEEMS -
Tsing Hua Imperial College completed the Advanced

Instruction Building in 1912.

A HHRFERE (1931-1948 5 1956-1962 )
President Mei I-ch'i (1931-1948; 1956-1962)

A TENIIEFRER ) BT (R 1928 )
Front Gate of National Tsing Hua University
(photographed in 1928)

A 1917 2 iEFERFE -
Map of Tsing Hua campus in 1917.
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> VAR (1937-1945)

National Southwest Associated University (1937-1945)

A TIHEFHIE WS - BEAERK T JTEM‘ZEJEET? 1 TR
—TLESAE  BRNH/UKBESER

During the War of Resistance Against Japan, students and profes-
sors embarked on a journey through Hunan, Guizhou and Yunnan
by sea and land, traveling over 1,700km in 68 days to reach Kun-
ming.

A VERRFER (FBR 1941 1)
Classrooms of National Southwest Associated University
(photographed around 1941)
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In 1938, Yuping County, Guizhou Province, called on
residents to provide shelter for members of the
group, a gesture showing their esteem for the univer-
sity students.

ammem Bk D Engi'f-::ﬂt <1943 PR AR A -

8% Seatl 3
ll!ﬁ ke L _ﬁﬂﬂ? ¢ = Fm . National Southwest Associated University student
identification card in 1943.

2#!“"

'@-ﬁﬁ

A FEREHIRAT 20 F BRI R

National Southwest Associated University women’s basketball team



=~ AR (1956~E%)
NTHU in Hsinchu (since 1956)

—

TA

> ETECRMEEER (50 1956 £F)
Preliminary structure of the old Administration
Building (photographed in 1956) i'

A 1956 SRR (B ) WEFRMRLIGTHERM -
President Mei (front left) surveying the land reserved for NTHU in 1956.

< 1956 FHFFMATREERIZEE T F > A
T B R LT e P T2

The ten faculty houses of East Court, built in
1956, were the first buildings in NTHU.

A 1957 FRERIVETEORNE (51028 ) -
The old Administration Building, completed in 1957 (now site of the Chemistry Building).
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The Nuclear Reactor

2% J J5 - BB 5 2 IR VL 0 HE R ERAE B AN v SRS - Horh S DU 5l il 2y i B -
Tsing Hua Open-pool Reactor (commonly known as the Nuclear Reactor) was the most important
project when NTHU was established in Taiwan. It was officially completed on December 2, 1961.
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Minutes from the review meeting for the Nuclear Reactor Sketch of the Nuclear Reactor Laboratory by
Laboratory construction (1959) alumnus Chang Chang-hua.
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: . CREZE =R
jz) ‘I’Z{ #4 ‘1{} b3 g’ ‘% - E;, ) '}g\ 73)5;;&: At Eﬁ_“ H""lﬁ In his journal dated April 11, 1958, President
3 ‘gﬁ-ié‘. 44 1 '&: 2.477’»‘ % 7 3 e, Mei spoke about the construction of the
:f. # ‘?5 /iﬁ fﬂ & % -3 Y 2 3%, Physics Building, site options for the Nuclear
}ﬂl j&' z é] 7N ih’&{ki % ii 4£ ; Reefafctor sto,ratﬁrliJi and‘ the. naqumng of a
\31 2 )Ii ‘T‘f ) i} % KP ‘l";'ﬁz 3% lﬂ'/l% staff member’s child as Lin Tsing-hua .
o -4 0F,
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A VI R A R E R 4 B A 1959 F 6 H 14 HREE LSRR B A BRI 7 E
List of officers who assisted President Mei in v
building the nuclear reactor.

Prof. Sun Kuan-han explaining the nuclear reactor structure to Pres-
ident Chiang Kai-shek, who visited NTHU on June 14, 1959.
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A JFF R R E R

Group photo at the Nuclear Reactor Laboratory inauguration ceremony
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A T HE EEREEFE R 58 © 59 A% [F SR HE AR IR 1 R . A 1961 F » BEARETH TR TEER
President Mei explaining the operating principles of the nuclear re- AT -

actor to the Classes of 1958 and 1959 at the inauguration cere- In 1961 the post office released a set of three
mony.

stamps to commemorate the completion of the
Nuclear Reactor Laboratory.

== E T L4 : ! :
A 1963 5 B FTEEREEL A BIRROSHE 0 BTN

M BN w3

The Nuclear Reactor Laboratory was renamed “Mei I-ch'i Memorial

Hall” in May, 1963. In front of the Hall was a cooling pool, which is
now a lotus pond.

TR B R AR AT

Inside of the Nuclear Reactor Laboratory
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